
AROUND THE COMMUNION

Lay and clergy deputies and bishops
from throughout the national church gather
this week to worship and reflect together as
well as make decisions that range from
administrative to theological. To follow
daily updates from General Convention,
check out: http://dfms.org/gc/

Here are some of the topics:
Sexuality: Perhaps the issue of sexuality

will garner the most media attention as well
as the most contentious debate.

At the fore is whether deputies in the
House of Deputies and the House of
Bishops will approve the election of the
Rev. V. Gene Robinson as the next diocesan
bishop of the Diocese of New Hampshire.
Robinson, who was a finalist in the
Diocese of Rochester election in 1999 and
the Diocese of Newark in 1998, is a gay
priest living in a 13-year committed rela-
tionship with another man, whom he met
two years after an amicable divorce. 

As with nine other priests elected bish-
op since April, Robinson must have the
consent of both houses of General
Convention before he can be ordained and
consecrated bishop. Under normal cir-
cumstances, bishops-elect must receive
the consent of the diocesan standing com-
mittees, but in General Convention years,
the results of all elections held within 120
days of the convention go to the deputies
and bishops with jurisdiction for approval. 

In addition, a resolution from the
Diocese of California directs the Standing
Commission on Liturgy and Music to
“prepare a rite or rites” for the Book of
Occasional Services that supports “cou-
ples living in life-long committed relation-

ships of mutuality and fidelity outside the
relationship of marriage.” A nearly identi-
cal charge, one of eight resolves in a reso-
lution to the 2000 General Convention in
Denver, fell short of adoption by the votes
of three lay deputations in the House of
Deputies.

National Concerns: Viewing children
as the church's greatest resource, the
Standing Commission on National
Concerns focused on ways that the
Episcopal Church could be a powerful and
faithful advocate for children. 

The group, chaired by Deborah J. Stokes
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, decided
that health care for children should be at the
top of the agenda. The rising cost of health
insurance plagues families and individuals
throughout the country, but its impact is
acutely felt among children. The commis-
sion cites statistics that show nearly 11 mil-
lion children lack basic health care insur-
ance even though most live in families
where at least one parent works. 

Peace and Justice: As a post-war Iraq
emerges, church leaders will tackle a reso-
lution that attempts to define when war can
be justified and may offer some advice to
the Bush administration on how to handle
one of the world's other hot spots: North
Korea.

The church has taken a stand against
armed conflict as early as 1931, when the
convention passed a resolution stating that
“war as a method of settling international
disputes is incompatible with the teaching
and example of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Indeed, two weeks after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks, the House of

Bishops of the Episcopal Church issued a
pastoral letter urging Christians to “wage
reconciliation” by calling church members
to “open our hearts and give room to God's
compassion,” striving to be instruments of
God's peace in a troubled world.

Budget: Reconciliation will be not just a
spiritual goal, but a financial one as well.
Mission goals must be reconciled with
financial realities. Deputies and bishops
face the problem of how “to live abundant-
ly in a time of scarcity.” 

General Convention will be asked to
approve a proposed budget for 2004-2006
that attempts to fulfill compelling mission
priorities while keeping a sharp and con-
servative eye on expected revenues. The
proposal calls for only slightly increased
spending of $146 million for the triennium,
compared with the $138 million budget
adopted for the 2001-2003 triennium. 

Multiculturalism: In an effort to
address the expanding diversity in
America and its implications for the
church, the Standing Commission on
Liturgy and Music (SCLM) will propose
the inclusion of new liturgies and musical
resources. A significant step is the pro-
posal to publish newly-written bilingual
materials for missionary activities such
as planting new churches, commission-
ing new planters, opening new congrega-
tions, and others. These materials are to
be published in English and Spanish.
These rites acknowledge the reality of
new congregations, which very frequent-
ly gather in secular spaces, and need to
sanctify and mark those locations as
places of worship. 

In June, I spoke of unintentional
scribal errors found in biblical manu-
scripts (and other manuscripts, to be
sure). Now we turn to intentional
changes in the New Testament made
by scribes.  Although it is Muslim
belief that the Jewish and Christian
Scriptures have been deliberately fal-
sified (or else they would never con-
tradict the Quran), most intentional
changes in biblical manuscripts look
like well-intentioned attempts of the
part of scribes to correct what they
thought were errors in the manu-
script.

The most common intentional
change in New Testament manuscripts
is “correcting” what the scribe appar-
ently saw as bad spelling and grammar.
The New Testament was written in
Hellenistic (Koine) Greek, which dif-
fered in a number of ways from the
“correct” classical Greek of Athens in
the days of Plato (Attic Greek). Many
educated scribes routinely “corrected”
the text in the direction of Attic correct-
ness.

Another common change was to
“harmonize” parallel passages so that

the same words occurred in both places.
For example, the shorter form of the
Lord’s Prayer found in Luke 11:2-4 in
many manuscripts was made to agree
with the more familiar, longer form in
Matthew 6:9-13.  The words the risen
Jesus speaks to Paul on the Damascus
Road in Acts 9:5-6 in some manuscripts
are made to agree with what is related
in the parallel account of Paul’s conver-
sion in Acts 26:14-15.  

Most doctrinally-motivated inten-
tional changes are not deliberate alter-
ations of the text to support heretical
views. Apparently that happened, since
many church fathers, such as Irenaeus,
Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian,
accused heretics of corrupting the
Scripture in order to garner support for
their special views. For example,
Marion in the mid-2nd century
removed all references to Jesus’
Jewishness from the version of Luke
his congregations used. He believed
Jesus had not been Jewish, but his
Jewish disciples falsely made him to
be a Jew.  But Marion’s edited Luke
and heretically altered manuscripts in
general have not come down to us,

because of the
practice of
destroying the
works of
heretics in order
to “stamp out”
their view-
points.

What doctri-
nally motivated
textual changes
we do find tend
to be in the
opposite direc-
tion: orthodox,
pious scribes

“correcting” the text to make it more
orthodox.  For example, several Old
Latin manuscripts and the Gothic trans-
lation of the New Testament in Luke 1:3
have Luke write, “It seemed good to me
and to the Holy Spirit to write an order-
ly account,” the phrase in italics having
been added in imitation of Acts 15:28
(“For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit
and to us...”).  Apparently a scribe
thought Luke should have referred to
Divine approval of his decision to com-
pose a gospel.

The best manuscripts give Luke
23:32 as, “And also other criminals,
two, were led away with him to be cru-
cified,” but, to avoid the implication
that Jesus was also a criminal, most
Greek manuscripts have changed the
order of words to read, “And two others,
criminals, were led away with him to be
crucified.” 

Some references to Joseph and Mary
apparently required “correcting” in
order to safeguard Jesus’ virgin birth.
For instance, in Luke 2:41 & 43, instead
of the words “his parents,” some manu-
scripts read “Joseph and Mary.”  

Generally speaking, a textual critic
reasons that the more orthodox reading
is a secondary attempt to “correct” a
reading that did not sufficiently honor
Christ’s divinity and might lead one to
draw a wrong or heretical conclusion.

The Rev. William G. Gartig, who holds a
doctorate in Bible, will answer your ques-
tions about the Bible, Episcopal life and
other religious subjects. Send questions
to 2146 Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati,
OH 45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episco-

pal-dso.zzn.com.
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